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Does music matter to God? Should it matter
to us? We are living in a day when people –
even Christians – see music as unimpor-

tant. Enjoyable, yes; but necessary or important?
No.

We see this kind of thinking all around us.
Music education is now considered extracurricu-
lar in schools. It's extra. It's not important. Sup-
port for the arts is waning in communities.
Whereas families once viewed music as the high-
light of the home, most families today have no
interest.

This kind of thinking has, of course, influ-
enced the Church as well. What we believe
theologically is important. How we live is im-
portant. But music? It's just something extra
God has given us merely for enjoyment. This
certainly has ramifications for worship, then. If
music is merely for enjoyment and is unimpor-
tant, then it really doesn't matter what kind of
music we use in worship. God just doesn't really
care. Or does he?

I would like to demonstrate Scripturally,
theologically, spiritually, and historically that
music does indeed matter. It matters to God, and
it should matter to us.

Music Matters Scripturally. If we want to
discern whether music matters to God, we must
first examine the Scriptures. What does the Bi-
ble have to say about music?

The Bible refers explicitly to music around
1200 times (ESV). Now that in and of itself is not
necessarily significant. The Bible refers to plants
around 1000 times as well! But when we con-
sider the kinds of things that are linked with mu-
sic in the Bible, or the contexts in which we find
music in the Bible, it is clear that music matters.

First, in the Bible music is highlighted as an im-
portant part of worship, both Old Testament Temple
worship and New Testament Church worship.In
the Old Testament we find record of much of
what went on in Jewish society. Israel was a the-
ocracy, so their religious, civil, and social activi-

ties were all intertwined. Much of what went on
in their society was related to their relationship
with Yahweh but wasn't necessarily set apart spe-
cifically for corporate worship. But some things
were set apart specifically for corporate worship
in the Temple. Before David's death, God al-
lowed him to organize the Temple worship that
would come to fulfillment under Solomon. We
find this organization in 1 Chronicles 22ff. Only
the Levites were permitted to do work in the
Temple, and at that time there were 38,000 men
30 years old and older. David divided these men
for specific tasks: 24,000 were to be in charge of
the work in the Temple, 6,000 were to be officers
and judges, 4,000 were to be gatekeepers, and

4,000 were to praise the Lord with the musical
instruments that he had made for that purpose
(1 Chronicles 22.1-5). We find two things of in-
terest in this. First, only Levites were allowed to
perform music in the Temple, and second God
specifically says that He had designed music for
His praise.

He then gives these groups of men specific
instructions about how they are to go about lead-
ing worship in the Temple, and in chapter 25, he
specifically addresses the musicians.

It is quite significant that David took so
much time, under direction from the Lord, to set
apart these Levites for the purpose of making
music in the Temple. Furthermore, it is interest-
ing to note how connected this music is with
prophesy – direct revelation from God. So in the
organization of the Temple worship in the Old
Testament, God ordained that there be priests
and leaders and gatekeepers and musicians, and
these musicians were specifically involved in
leading the corporately gathered people in praise
of God. God set apart music as one of the things

Second, music teaches us what we should feel
about God.Often when we consider truth about
God and his works, we're not quite sure how we
should be feeling. Or perhaps our initial feelings
are immature or even wrong. The second power
of music, as we have already seen from
Colossians 3 and the incident with Saul and Da-
vid, is that it can teach us what we should be feel-
ing. Music can change and alter our emotions so
that we feel what we should be feeling. So when
we combine music with rich, doctrinal truth, the
music takes that truth and helps to take it past
just our intellectual understanding and pene-
trate our hearts.

This is why music matters! It is not inciden-
tal or unimportant. It is not something neutral
merely for our entertainment. Music is essential
to the Christian life. Scripture makes that clear,
a theological understanding of beauty and glory
makes that clear, and an understanding of how
music reaches the heart makes this clear. Music
matters.

Music Matters Historically. Still some
might insist that music doesn't matter. That it's
unimportant. Well if the biblical, theological,
and spiritual proof didn't convince you that mu-
sic matters, listen to voices from church history.

"We want the beautiful art of music to be
properly used to serve her dear Creator and
his Christians. He is thereby praised and
honored and we are made better and
stronger in faith when his holy Word is
impressed on our hearts by sweet music." -
Martin Luther

"And in truth we know by experience that
singing has great force and vigor to move
and inflame the hearts of men to invoke and
praise God with a more vehement and
ardent zeal. Care must always be taken that
the song be neither light nor frivolous; but
that it have weight and majesty, and also,
there is a great difference between music
which one makes to entertain men at table
and in their houses, and the Psalms which
are sung in the Church in the presence of
God and his angels." - John Calvin

"The best, most beautiful, and most perfect
way that we have of expressing a sweet
concord of mind to each other is by music."
- Jonathan Edwards

Conclusion. Does music matter? Does it
matter to God? Should it matter to us? In my
opinion, the evidence is overwhelming. The Bi-
ble's hundreds of references to music and its
power and benefits, a theological understanding
of the beauty and glory of God being reflected in

beautiful music, music's ability to give us expres-
sion for our affection to God and to teach us
what we should be feeling about God, and the
testimony after testimony of Christian leaders
throughout history all attest to the fact that mu-
sic matters. Why, all of a sudden, in the 20th and
21st centuries do we insist that it doesn't matter?

I'm not at this juncture making any points
about specific music styles or cultures. All I'm ar-
guing is that music is important, and we should
take the time to make careful and informed deci-
sions about the music we allow into our lives and
worship.
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CD Recommendation
Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise

This recent release from SoundForth (2007)
of brass and organ would be an excellent addi-
tion to your sacred music library. Each selection

is outstanding, the
arrangements
(mostly by David
Rasbach) are mas-
terful, and the per-
formances (by BJU
faculty and students)
are breathtaking.

Particularly
encouraging on this

album are the hymn choices. Each is rich both
doctrinally and musically. Be sure to check out
this recording! -SA

Hymn Highlight
"All Glory, Laud, and Honor"

This hymn text was written in Latin by
Theodulph of Orleans while in prison (c. 820).
Tradition maintains that King Louis the Pious
passed the prison and heard Theodulph sing the
hymn and afterward set him free. It was written
as a poetic version of the account of Jesus' trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem, as recorded in Mark
11.1-10 and John 12.12-19. The original poem
was 78 lines long.

The text was translated into English by John
Mason Neale, and first appeared inHymns An-
cient and Modern.The translation was initiated
because of the Oxford Movement in England in
the mid-1800s, which promoted the rediscovery
of Greek and Latin hymnody.
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